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IGNITING FLASH POWDER.
An electrical arrangement for igniting flash powder can be made very

easily, with materials which are readily procurable. The powder itself
is ignited on a block of hard wood, uponwhichare screwed down two lengths
of clock spring. These are in a line, with their adjacent ends about a
quarter of an inch or less apart. Under these ends is slipped a bit of the
finest iron wire procurable, such wire as is used for binding flowers. The
springs are connected up with a push or switch, with the requisite length
of flexible wire, and a dry battery such as is used in the pocket torches now
to be found everywhere almost. Over the fine wire which connects up the
two springs is heaped the flash powder; and on pressing the push, the cur-
rent heats the fine wire red hot and ignites the powder at once. Instead
of the springs, a couple of screws may be driven into the wood and con-
nected up, the wire being wound around one and then carried across to
the other; but the springs take less of the fine wire, and a fresh piece is
usually but not invariably wanted for each flash. The whole thing can be
fixed up in about half an hour. I use a solid block of oak about 4x3x6
inches, as this is heavy enough to stay where it is put, against the drag of
the wires; the flashes have charred its surface a little, but have not other-
wise affected it. It cannot be protected with metal as this would short-
circuit the current.�[Photo-Era.

SCIENCE CLUB AT STATE NORMAL SCHOOL FOR WOMEN,
EAST RADFORD, VA.

This club was organized three years ago for "The promotion of better
science teaching in the rural schools." The niembers are the laboratory
assistants and the seniors in the Science Department. The club meets
every two weeks. The programs deal with practical questions of applied
science, of vital importance to rural teachers. The following are some
of the problems that have been discussed this fall:
November 1. "What can the rural teacher do to improve the sanitary

conditions about the school premises?"
I. Conditions usually found.

1. Water supply.
2. Sewage.
3. Waste, etc.

II. How can the pupils be organized to help?
1. Organization of boys’ and girls’ committees.
2. Authority given these committees.
3. The enlistment of parents.

III. Round table discussion.
December 5. "How can general science best be treated in the rural

high school?"
I. The problem method.

1. Only problems that the teacher is best able to handle.
2. Problems within the scope of the pupils’ environment.

II. Laboratory work.
1. Simple experiments involving principle rather than technique.
2. Simple apparatus, preferably homemade.
3. Home work. -

4. Individual reports to the class.
III. Field work.

1. Topography of the vicinity.
2. Plants and animals of the vicinity,

IV, Round table discussion,
OLIVE FLORA BBYSON.


